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Mantua; the duke of Nevers, a Frenchman, had not
only a title to it, but had got possession of it; but,
being ill-supported by the French, was beaten out
by the imperialists, and after a long siege, the Ger-
mans took Mantua itself, and drove the poor duke
quite out of the country.
The taking of Mantua elevated the spirits of the
duke of Savoy; and the Germans and Spaniards,
being now at more leisure, with a complete army,
came to his assistance, and formed the siege of
Montserrat.
For as the Spaniards pushed the duke of Mantua,
so the French by way of diversion lay hard upon the
duke of Savoy; they had seized Montserrat, and
held it for the duke of Mantua, and had a strong
French garrison under Thoiras, a brave and experi-
enced commander; and thus affairs stood when we
came into the French army.
I had no business there as a soldier, but having
passed as a Scotch gentleman with the mob at
Lyons, and after with her majesty, the queen-
mother, when we obtained the guard of her dra-
goons ; we had also her majesty's pass, with which
we came and went where we pleased; and the car-
dinal, who was then not on very good terms with
the queen, but willing to keep smooth water there,
when two or three times our passes came to be ex-
amined, showed a more than ordinary respect to us
on that very account, our passes being from the
queen.
Casal being besieged, as I have observed, began
to be in danger; for the cardinal, who it was
thought had formed a design to ruin Savoy, was
more intent upon that than upon the succour of the
duke of Mantua; but necessity calling upon him
to deliver so great a captain as Thoiras, and not £0
let such a place as Casal fall into the hands of the

